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describe the uncertainty associated with
sampling and testing used to obtain the
manifest concentrations.

WCS shall review the above
information and, if adequate, approve in
writing this pre-shipment waste
characterization and assurance plan
before permitting the shipment of a
waste stream. This will include
statements that WCS has a written copy
of all the information required above,
that the characterization information is
adequate and consistent with the waste
description, and that the information is
sufficient to demonstrate compliance
with Conditions 1 through 4. Where
generator process knowledge is used to
demonstrate compliance with
Conditions 1, 2, 3, or 4, WCS shall
review this information and determine
when testing is required to provide
additional information in assuring
compliance with the Conditions. WCS
shall retain this information as required
by the State of Texas to permit
independent review.

At the time waste is received, WCS
shall require generators of SNM waste to
provide a written certification with each
waste manifest that states that the SNM
concentrations reported on the manifest
do not exceed the limits in Condition 1,
that the measurement uncertainty does
not exceed the uncertainty value in
Condition 1, and that the waste meets
Conditions 2 through 4.

WCS shall require generators to
sample and determine the SNM
concentration for each waste stream at
the following frequency: (a) If the
concentrations are above one tenth the
SNM limits (Condition 1), once per 600
kg, (b) if the concentrations are below
one tenth and greater than one
hundredth of the SNM limits, once per
6,000 kg, and (c) if the concentrations
are below one hundredth of the SNM
limits, once per 60,000 kg.

If the waste is determined to be not
homogeneous (i.e., maximum, which
cannot exceed the limits in Condition 1,
and minimum testing values performed
by the generator are greater than five
times the average value), the generator
shall sample and determine the SNM
concentration once per 600 kg
thereafter, regardless of SNM
concentration. In this case, samples
shall be a composite consisting of four
uniformly sampled aliquots.

The certifications required under
these conditions shall be made in
writing and include the statement that
the signer of the certification
understands that this information is
required to meet the requirements of the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
and must be complete and accurate in
all material respects.

7. WCS shall sample and determine
the SNM concentration for each waste
stream at the following frequency: (a) If
the concentrations are above one tenth
the SNM limits (Condition 1), once per
1,500 kg for the first shipment and every
6,000 kg thereafter, (b) if the
concentrations are below one tenth and
greater than one hundredth of the SNM
limits, once per 20,000 kg for the first
shipment and every 60,000 kg
thereafter, and (c) if the concentrations
are below one hundredth of the SNM
limits, once per 600,000 kg. This
confirmatory testing is not required for
waste to be disposed of at DOE’s WIPP
facility.

If the waste is determined to be not
homogeneous (i.e., maximum and
minimum testing values performed by
the generator are greater than five times
the average value), WCS shall sample
and determine the SNM concentration
once per 1,500 kg for the first shipment
and every 6,000 kg thereafter, regardless
of SNM concentration. In this case,
samples shall be a composite consisting
of four uniformly sampled aliquots.

8. WCS shall notify the NRC, Region
IV office within 24 hours if any of the
above Conditions are violated. A written
notification of the event must be
provided within 7 days.

9. WCS shall obtain NRC approval
prior to changing any activities
associated with the above Conditions.

The licensing requirements in 10 CFR
part 70 apply to persons possessing
greater than critical mass quantities (as
defined in 10 CFR 150.11). The
principal emphasis of part 70 is
criticality safety and safeguarding SNM
against diversion or sabotage. Staff
considers that criticality safety can be
maintained by relying on concentration
limits, under the conditions specified
above. Safeguarding SNM against
diversion or sabotage is not considered
a significant issue because of the diffuse
form of the SNM in waste meeting the
above conditions. These concentration
limits are considered an alternative
definition of quantities not sufficient to
form a critical mass to the weight limits
in 10 CFR 150.11, thereby assuring the
same level of protection.

The Commission concludes that this
proposed exemption will have no
significant radiological or
nonradiological environmental impacts.
Accordingly, the Commission has
determined, pursuant to 10 CFR 70.14,
that the exemption of above activities at
the WCS facility is authorized by law,
will not endanger life or property or the
common defense and security and is
otherwise in the public interest.
Accordingly, by this Order, the
Commission hereby grants this

exemption subject to the above
conditions. The exemption will become
effective after the State of Texas has
incorporated the above conditions into
WCS’s RML.

Pursuant to the requirements in 10
CFR part 51, the Commission has
published an EA for the proposed action
wherein it has determined that the
granting of this exemption will have no
significant impacts on the quality of the
human environment. Copies of the EA
and SER are available for public
inspection at the Commission’s Public
Document Room, located at One White
Flint North, Room 0–1F21, 11555
Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 30th day
of October 2001.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Martin J. Virgilio,
Director, Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards.
[FR Doc. 01–28661 Filed 11–14–01; 8:45 am]
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards

Subcommittee Meeting on Thermal-
Hydraulic Phenomena; Notice of
Meeting

The ACRS Subcommittee on Thermal-
Hydraulic Phenomena will hold a
meeting on November 28, 2001, Room
T–2B1, 11545 Rockville Pike, Rockville,
Maryland.

Portions of the meeting may be closed
to public attendance to discuss Electric
Power Research Institute proprietary
information per 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(4).

The agenda for the subject meeting
shall be as follows:

Wednesday, November 28, 2001—8:30
a.m. until the conclusion of business.

The Subcommittee will: (1) Continue
review of the NRC Office of Nuclear
Regulatory Research activities
pertaining to thermal-hydraulic
phenomena in support of the ACRS
annual report to the Commission on the
NRC Safety Research Program, and (2)
discuss a proposal by the licensees of
the Point Beach and Beaver Valley
plants to perform more-realistic analysis
for containment design-basis accidents
using the MAAP code. The purpose of
this meeting is to gather information,
analyze relevant issues and facts, and
formulate proposed positions and
actions, as appropriate, for deliberation
by the full Committee.

Oral statements may be presented by
members of the public with the
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concurrence of the Subcommittee
Chairman. Written statements will be
accepted and made available to the
Committee. Electronic recordings will
be permitted only during those portions
of the meeting that are open to the
public, and questions may be asked only
by members of the Subcommittee, its
consultants, and staff. Persons desiring
to make oral statements should notify
the cognizant ACRS staff engineer
named below five days prior to the
meeting, if possible, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made.

During the initial portion of the
meeting, the Subcommittee, along with
any of its consultants who may be
present, may exchange preliminary
views regarding matters to be
considered during the balance of the
meeting.

The Subcommittee will then hear
presentations by and hold discussions
with representatives of the NRC staff,
Fauske and Associates, Inc., and other
interested persons regarding this review.

Further information regarding topics
to be discussed, the scheduling of
sessions open to the public, whether the
meeting has been canceled or
rescheduled, and the Chairman’s ruling
on requests for the opportunity to
present oral statements and the time
allotted therefor, can be obtained by
contacting the cognizant ACRS staff
engineer, Mr. Paul A. Boehnert
(telephone 301–415–8065) between 7:30
a.m. and 5 p.m. (EST). Persons planning
to attend this meeting are urged to
contact the above named individual one
or two working days prior to the
meeting to be advised of any potential
changes to the agenda, etc., that may
have occurred.

Dated: November 8, 2001.
Sher Bahadur,
Associate Director for Technical Support.
[FR Doc. 01–28660 Filed 11–14–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P

PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY
CORPORATION

Required Interest Rate Assumption for
Determining Variable-Rate Premium;
Interest Assumptions for
Multiemployer Plan Valuations
Following Mass Withdrawal

AGENCY: Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.
ACTION: Notice of interest rates and
assumptions.

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public
of the interest rates and assumptions to
be used under certain Pension Benefit

Guaranty Corporation regulations. These
rates and assumptions are published
elsewhere (or are derivable from rates
published elsewhere), but are collected
and published in this notice for the
convenience of the public. Interest rates
are also published on the PBGC’s web
site (http://www.pbgc.gov).
DATES: The required interest rate for
determining the variable-rate premium
under part 4006 applies to premium
payment years beginning in November
2001. The interest assumptions for
performing multiemployer plan
valuations following mass withdrawal
under part 4281 apply to valuation dates
occurring in December 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Harold J. Ashner, Assistant General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation,
1200 K Street, NW., Washington, DC
20005, 202–326–4024. (TTY/TDD users
may call the Federal relay service toll-
free at 1–800–877–8339 and ask to be
connected to 202–326–4024.)
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Variable-Rate Premiums
Section 4006(a)(3)(E)(iii)(II) of the

Employee Retirement Income Security
Act of 1974 (ERISA) and § 4006.4(b)(1)
of the PBGC’s regulation on Premium
Rates (29 CFR part 4006) prescribe use
of an assumed interest rate (the
‘‘required interest rate’’) in determining
a single-employer plan’s variable-rate
premium. The required interest rate is
the ‘‘applicable percentage’’ (currently
85 percent) of the annual yield on 30-
year Treasury securities for the month
preceding the beginning of the plan year
for which premiums are being paid (the
‘‘premium payment year’’). The yield
figure is reported in Federal Reserve
Statistical Releases G.13 and H.15.

The required interest rate to be used
in determining variable-rate premiums
for premium payment years beginning
in November 2001 is 4.52 percent (i.e.,
85 percent of the 5.32 percent yield
figure for October 2001).

The following table lists the required
interest rates to be used in determining
variable-rate premiums for premium
payment years beginning between
December 2000 and November 2001.

For premium payment years
beginning in

The re-
quired inter-
est rate is

December 2000 ........................ 4.91
January 2001 ............................ 4.67
February 2001 .......................... 4.71
March 2001 ............................... 4.63
April 2001 ................................. 4.54
May 2001 .................................. 4.80
June 2001 ................................. 4.91
July 2001 .................................. 4.82

For premium payment years
beginning in

The re-
quired inter-
est rate is

August 2001 ............................. 4.77
September 2001 ....................... 4.66
October 2001 ............................ 4.66
November 2001 ........................ 4.52

Multiemployer Plan Valuations
Following Mass Withdrawal

The PBGC’s regulation on Duties of
Plan Sponsor Following Mass
Withdrawal (29 CFR part 4281)
prescribes the use of interest
assumptions under the PBGC’s
regulation on Allocation of Assets in
Single-employer Plans (29 CFR part
4044). The interest assumptions
applicable to valuation dates in
December 2001 under part 4044 are
contained in an amendment to part 4044
published elsewhere in today’s Federal
Register. Tables showing the
assumptions applicable to prior periods
are codified in appendix B to 29 CFR
part 4044.

Issued in Washington, DC, on this 7th day
of November 2001.
John Seal,
Acting Executive Director, Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation.
[FR Doc. 01–28622 Filed 11–14–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7708–01–P

POSTAL SERVICE

Plan for Secure Postage Meter
Technology

AGENCY: Postal Service.
ACTION: Notice of final plan.

SUMMARY: The Postal Service has
already completed the first phase of a
plan to remove insecure postage meters
from use with the decertification of
mechanical postage meters. The second
phase of the plan, the retirement of
manually reset electronic meters, is now
underway in accordance with the notice
published in the Federal Register on
December 13, 2000 (Volume 65, Number
240, page 77934–77938). This notice
publishes the final plan for phases III
and IV of the Postal Service’s Plan for
Secure Postage Meter Technology. There
may be additional phases of the plan
beyond phase IV. Upon completion of
all phases of the plan, meters in service
will offer enhanced levels of security,
thereby greatly reducing the Postal
Service’s exposure to meter fraud,
misuse, and loss of revenue. These new
meters also provide advanced customer
features and convenience.
DATES: This plan is effective November
15, 2001.
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